The Mayans

Learning Objective:
To be able to design, make and evaluate a model of a
Mayan temple.
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What did
Mayan
temples look

How do you
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Mayan temples were often pyramid-shaped. Can you
see other shapes used in their construction?
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Your task today is to design, make and evaluate your own model of
a Mayan temple.

How do you think
you could do this?

How could you
make sure that the
structure would be

What materials
could you use?
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You could draw, use building bricks or
playdough to design your temple...
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You could design 3D nets to make cuboids for each 7
layer of the temple...
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You could use cardboard boxes, paper or foam sheets
to make your design...
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If you are making 3D nets from paper, you will need to make sure
that each layer is sturdy. How could you strengthen these paper
cuboids?
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You will also need to think about how you will join the
different parts together. Which of these would be best?

Is there
anything else you
could use?
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Once you have the basic structure for your temple, you can
add the details. All Mayan pyramids would have had steps
leading up to the top chamber.

could you use
to create these
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You will need to think about how you will decorate your temple
once you have worked out how you will create the structure.

What colour will your
temple be?

Will you add
anything, such as
trees or people in the
surrounding area?

How else could you
decorate your
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What do you need to think about while you
are designing your temple?

What will you do if something goes wrong
while you are making your temple?

How will you make sure that your temple is
of a high quality?
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It’s time to go and
design your Mayan
temples. Good luck!
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