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Why d o you
t h i n k  these
a r t e f a c t s a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  
a r cha eo l og i ca l  
d i s cove r i e s ?

What are these  
p i c t u r e s  showing ?

These a r t e f a c t s  a re  
i m p o r t a n t  because  they al l  
s h o w  examples  o f  Mayan
w r i t i n g . I t i s f r o m Mayan
w r i t i n g that h i s t o r i ans
have managed t o l ea rn
about the Mayan peop l e w h o
l ived hu nd red s o f years ago.
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Maya codices are folding books from the Maya civilization, written 
in Maya hieroglyphic script. The folding books are the products of 
professional scribes. The Maya developed paper (which they called 
‘huun’) around the 5th century, it was more durable and a better 
writing surface than European papyrus.

http://www.ancientscripts.com/maya.html














This photo shows a stone 
carving of a Mayan calendar.

The codices that remain today 

tell us a lot about the Mayans, 

but especially about their 

astrological knowledge. They 

used codices to write down 

their observations of the Sun, 

stars and Moon. From this, we 

know that the Mayans had their 

own calendar that was very 

important to them.
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The Mayans had three separate calendars. One of these was for the 
solar year and had a cycle of 365 days. Another had a cycle of 260 days, 

with twenty periods of thirteen days. The final calendar is the ‘Long 
Count’ calendar. This was used to track longer periods of time and each 
cycle lasted 2,880,000 days. The Mayans believed that the universe was 

destroyed and then created again at the end of each cycle.



Each month in the solar calendar, called the Haab, had its
own name and own glyph.

Uayeb

Pop Wo Sip Sotz Sek Xul Yaxkin Mol Chen

Yax Sak Keh Mak Kankin Muan Pax Kayab Kumku

One of the months, Uayeb, is only five days long to make up the five 

extra days. These days were thought to be very unlucky so people 

avoided doing anything risky during this month!



Task:
Firstly, choose 4 Logograms to draw, write down their 
meaning and write a short description about why the picture
may represent the word, for example:

Finally, create your own logogram for a word of 
your choice and write an explanation about why 
your picture represents your word.
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