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AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Reading Child Cartoon Images – Browse 199,693 Stock Photos, Vectors, and  Video | Adobe Stock]Despite the rain, I hope that you were able to have a fun-filled and relaxing half-term break. We are looking forward to Spring in Grasshoppers class and can’t wait to see some sunshine! It is lovely to see the children building their independence and gaining confidence as they move through Year 1. Here is an update of our learning over the next six weeks, alongside some useful information. Mrs Cowlishaw, Miss Warren, Mrs Ridgway and I will be working with you this half term. Any further updates will be sent through Tapestry or text message. Spellings
Our weekly spellings will follow our phonic learning with a focus on ten words per week using the weekly spelling pattern.
Spelling sheets will be sent home on Fridays.
English
Our English this term will combine Drawing Club with 
Talk for Writing as we look at stories based on transport.
We will begin looking at Aladdin and his magic carpet as we explore what happens after the happy ever after.
Children are encouraged to explore key features of writing 
including the use of adjectives, .!?, the building of narratives, and using capital letters for proper nouns.
Phonics
Phonics sounds we will learn this half term are:
g /j/	    ea /e/
c /s/	    ie /ee/
ph /f/	    -ed
Your child’s pink sound book will be updated to include these sounds, if your child has not received new sounds, please send in your sound book and new sounds will be added.
This is a great resource to use whilst reading or writing with your child to encourage familiarity with these sounds.
Topic
Our topic this half term 
will focus on the 
history of transport. 

We will learn about how transport has changed, the history and development of cars, trains, and airplanes.
We will consider how these inventions changed the way we live and what it would have been like to live before and after these transports. 
Maths
In maths we will be learning about Place Value and Addition and Subtraction Within 50, and introducing measurement with length, height, mass and volume.
This will include building understanding of -ty numbers, counting in tens, grouping into tens and ones, estimating, working with numbers to 50, measuring using cm, exploring mass and exploring capacity.
Reading
Children will be bringing home books to read daily, and we kindly ask that you comment on your child’s reading to share how your child engages with reading. Encouraging discussion regarding books aims to give children a love of reading that will support them through life and children who read for around 10 minutes a day nurture this love for reading. 
Reading diaries will be sent to and from school daily so that reading at home and in school can be 
recorded. We also ask that you read to 
your children to help them develop a 
pleasure for reading and love of books.

Book change will be on Friday for all children.

[image: ]If you have any questions, please reach out through Mrs Carter in the office who can forward messages to me, in person after school or through Tapestry.Other Information
Please can all uniform and drinks bottles be named.
Please can children bring a waterproof and/or winter coat during the colder months as we will be outside throughout the term.
Please continue to use the school logo book bag for ease of storage.
Supporting Learning at Home
Children will continue to have a Homework Folder. 
On Fridays, children will bring home a phonics activity and a maths activity related to their learning. This is a great opportunity to support their learning and is designed so that it can be completed independently or supported.
New sheets will be sent home each Friday. If you are struggling in any way, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Across the Curriculum

Science: Everyday materials. Children will learn about different materials, their properties and their uses in everyday objects.
Art and Design: Stable Structures. We will be making our own car garage using appropriate materials, decoration and fastenings. Get creative! Think car washes, barriers and more!
Music: Children will be learning a new song ‘In the Groove’ and will continue to develop skills of rhythm and musical understanding.
PSHE: Aiming High. Children will learn about strengths and qualities, being a positive learner with a positive attitude, think about jobs they might like to have when they are older, understand that your interests and skills can guide you to a job, and think about changes that may happen in the future.
RE: Places of worship. Children will learn about the importance of places of worship and their features including churches in Christianity, mosques in Islam and synagogues in Judaism.
Computing: Computer Skills. Children will be using computers to make lists, design basic artwork, sequence instructions, follow instructions, evaluate and edit their designs.

PE
Please ensure your child has a full PE kit in school with named items including a white T-shirt or polo top, jumper or fleece, navy or black shorts or games skirt, tracksuit bottoms or leggings, plimsolls and trainers. This will ensure that no matter the weather, our PE lessons will be comfortable. It is preferable if PE kits are kept in a drawstring bag for ease of storage.
For health and safety purposes, we ask that any hair longer than shoulder length be tied up for any PE event, and that no jewellery is worn during sporting activities.

Our PE topic this half term is handball/dodgeball and we will be working on our 
throwing and catching skills, movement around a court and hand-eye coordination. 

Any queries or information to pass on can be done so via the school office - Julie.carter@littleeaton.derbyshire.sch.uk or 01332 831471 – or directly with myself at the end of the school day.
Thank you for your continued support, Miss Gascoyne
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