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Little Eaton Primary School 
Homework Policy

This policy aims to:
· Identify ways in which school, parents and children can work together.
· Ensure that teachers and parents have a clear understanding of what is expected with regard to homework.
· Improve the quality of the learning experiences which children are offered.
· Extend and support provision for children’s learning.
· Help children become independent learners.

The purposes of homework include:
· Helping to build a partnership between the school and home.
· Helping children to consolidate and practise skills and understanding.
· Extending the learning which children do at school.
· Making the most of all the resources for learning which children have at home.
· Encouraging children, as they get older, to develop the skills needed for studying on their own.

The purposes of homework change as children get older and some of the things young children are asked to do at home may not always be labelled as “homework”.
As they get older, they will be expected to get into the habit of devoting regular periods of time to working on their own.

What sort of homework will children get? 
· We are conscious of the fact that after a day at school, children need time for play and leisure activities. Any homework should be carefully chosen to support learning through consolidating or developing work done in school.  
· Not all homework should be exercises for children to do without adults. In many cases it is the involvement of parents or carers in activities, even very briefly, which is most important in learning.
· Regular reading is vital throughout primary school.  For the younger children, homework will consist largely of regular reading at home. Reading practice continues to be essential throughout primary school.
All children should either read to their parents or carers daily, or, if they are fluent readers, read on their 
own for at least 15 minutes a day, and more as they get older. This may be in addition to another 
homework activity. 
· We are concerned that homework should not be too boring or routine for any of the children so other tasks will be interspersed which are designed to vary the pattern, bringing variety and interest to learning. 
· No-one learns well if they are bored.

Organisation
· Teachers need to make it as easy as possible for parents to support learning.
· There needs to be a clear pattern to homework so that children and parents know exactly what is expected; giving it out on the same day each week with a clear date for return. 
· The routine for a class must be clearly explained to parents.


Expectations
· Activities need to be very clear – not all children will remember what they have to do so there must be clear instructions that enable parents to help effectively.
· Children must complete homework activities and do them to a good standard
· If a child does not do a homework activity, teachers can either text parents to let them know so that it can be done as soon as possible, or, in KS2, children can be told to complete it at lunchtime homework club.
· All homework should be marked promptly, feedback given as necessary, and be kept with the rest of a child’s work. 

How much homework is expected?
· The amount of time spent on homework is less important than the quality of the learning.
· The amounts of time shown below are only for guidance. They indicate approximately how much homework children might be reasonably expected to do at home. Some tasks will be shorter, sometimes children might spend longer.
· They might not always be given specific homework, but reading is always necessary!

	Years 1 and 2
10 minutes on a task, once or twice a week
	Once or twice a week on a regular pattern


Class teachers will establish a pattern with their class and ensure that parents are aware of what to expect    and when.
	Reading with an adult       
every day
Sounds, spelling

	Years 3 and 4
20 minutes on a task, normally twice a week
	
	Reading every day,            
often with an adult

	Years 5 and 6
30 minutes on a task, normally twice a week
	
	Reading every day



What can parents do to help?
· Provide a reasonably peaceful place for children to do their homework with an adult where needed.
· Make it clear to children that they value homework.
· Encourage children and give them praise when they complete homework.
· Let the school know if there are any problems or difficulties by writing a note on the homework, in the home-school book or by speaking to the class teacher. If a task takes much longer than the time above, or the child really struggles, it is important that the teacher is made aware. 
· Encourage children to do other things after school including organised activities

We know that children do other activities after school. 
We believe that play and leisure activities are important parts of learning for life. 
We believe that homework can fit alongside these activities


Quality not Quantity!
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