
Attendance 
Little Eaton Primary School 
 
Parents of a child of compulsory school age have a legal responsibility to ensure that their child receives 
sufficient and suitable full-time education, either at school or otherwise. If the child is registered at a 
school, parents must ensure regular attendance and punctuality. The Local Education Authority has a legal 
duty to see that these statutory obligations are met. 

The Education Welfare Service, on behalf of the Authority, seeks to help parents resolve poor attendance. 
Parents are asked to seek early advice from the school or the Education Welfare Service if their child is 
beginning to experience difficulty in attending school. Help at an early stage is usually most effective. 

Regular attendance is essential for a child to make satisfactory educational progress. It is the best way of 
ensuring greatest benefit from education and the way in which friendships are developed and membership 
of groups is formed. Punctuality is important to help a child become a dependable adult and, eventually, a 
reliable employee. 

Children may have to stay away for illness or other exceptional reasons, but they should only be absent 
when it is absolutely essential. Your child's school or the Area Education Office can give advice on what 
reasons for absence are acceptable by law. 

Taking children out of school for holidays is not a right. Only the school can authorise these absences. 
Absence will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances, at the sole discretion of the Headteacher. 
There is no right of appeal against this decision.  

DCC may issue penalty notices to parents who do not ensure that their children are at school or where 
holidays are taken in term time without authorisation. 

When a child is absent, parents should notify school as soon as possible, giving the reason. Notifying the 
school of the reasons for absence is important so the school can determine in the register whether it is an 
authorised or unauthorised absence. The school office can be contacted by phone on 01332 831471. 

Parents should be aware that there is a Government requirement to audit whole school attendance figures 
by adding authorised and unauthorised absences together. Should this joint figure be considered 
excessive, action will be taken by the Authority to improve attendance. 


