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Concrete apparatus is used to relate 
subtraction to taking away and counting how 
many objects are left.  
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Count back on the number line. Start at the biggest 
number and count back the smallest number, showing 
the jumps on the number line 

Put 13 in your head, count back 4. What 
number are you at?  Use your fingers to help 
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Hannah has 8 goldfish.  Helen has 3 goldfish.  
Find the difference between the number of 
goldfish the girls have. 
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Start to move on to compact when children 
are ready  
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As above  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refer to it using money, looking at two 
decimal places.   
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As above  As above   

 


